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The Healthy Community Working Group held the third of four special meetings on Wednesday, April 11 

2018 in the municipal chambers, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT. Jennifer Crane, Director of the Center 

for Support and Wellness, called the meeting to order at 9:30 am and began by reviewing the last 

meetings content.  

PRESENT: Jennifer Crane, Dan Rosenthal, John Bocuzzi, Amy Mangold, Bob Schmidt, Stephanie 

Cinque, Chris Vanghele, Ann LoBosco, Melanie Bonjour, Anna Weidemann, Jessica Ward, Candace 

Bohr, Barbara Bloom, Ned Simpson, Dave Jacob, Brett Nichols and one member of the press.   

   

All present were asked by Jennifer Crane for a brief personal introduction.  

After introductions, Jennifer Crane thanked the group for returning. This meeting took place after a brief 

community forum for public input on what makes a healthy community. Input from community members 

on the topic of improvement included: crossing economic, racial, ethnic, cultural boundaries; making 

stronger interpersonal connections, being more aware of people who may be isolated - - changing the 

attitude of “we’ve always done it that way’; intergenerational connection; how people communicate; 

better mental and physical health; employment and transportation issues; better gathering places in the 

community. 

  

Jennifer also informed the group that a group of ten Newtown High School students that make up a youth 

task force met yesterday on the same topic.   

The main focus and majority of time spent during this meeting was focused on creating the definition of a 

healthy community. After much discussion the group proposed three options: 

1: Healthy Community: A community where healthy choices are encouraged through the promotion of 

physical, emotional, and social resources. 

 

2: Health Community: A place where all residents have access to physical, emotional, and social 

resources. 

 

3: Newtown is dedicated to supporting physical, emotional, and social well-being for every community 

members. 

 

ADJOURMENT: Jennifer Crane moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 am with closing remarks. She 

stated that a draft of the definition of a healthy community will revisited at the next meeting. The task 

force has decided to forgo holding a public meeting on Tuesday, April 17, and instead will meet one week 

later on April 24, at 9:30 am. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Corinne Ofgang 

 


